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Vindication or a solution in search of a problem?

Elected officials react to state Supreme Court ballot box ruling

OZAUKEE COUNTY —
The Wisconsin Supreme
Court ruled last week that
absentee ballot drop boxes
may be placed only in
staffed election offices and
that no one other than the
voter can return a ballot in
person.

The legal battle over the
use of drop boxes in the
state started in January
when a Waukesha County
Circuit Court judge
declared that state law does-
n’t allow for unstaffed ballot
boxes. Although the ban
was temporarily blocked by
the Appeals Court in the
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February election, it was
back in effect for the April
election before the final
decision was made by the
Wisconsin Supreme Court.

Clerks around the state
have put up signage warn-
ing voters that ballots
turned into a drop box will
not be counted.

The decision  didn’t
address whether anyone
other than the voter can
return his or her own ballot
by mail.

The city of Cedarburg
included a notice to absen-
tee ballots that states the
use of drop boxes is prohib-

ited for the Aug. 9 partisan
primary election. It
explains that individuals
can personally deliver their
own ballot to City Hall dur-
ing business hours and they
cannot have someone else
drop it off unless qualified
under state law.

State Sen. Duey Stroebel,
R-Saukville, expressed his
support for the decision in a
statement.

“For two years I have wit-
nessed an exhausting array
of activist local officials, the
Wisconsin Elections Com-
mission, Democrat col-
leagues and media commen-

tators insist that the use of
drop boxes was so obviously
legal that anyone opposing
their widespread use simply
wanted to attack democra-
cy,” he said. “I am glad the
Wisconsin Supreme Court
has restored compliance
with the rule of law. This
ruling vindicates all of my
colleagues and constituents
who have been pleading for
their officials to address
this issue.

“The Supreme Court said
it plainly, ‘[t]he statutory
requirements  governing
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